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LEARNING ABOUT AND 
BECOMING A VOLUNTEER 
THROUGH ROLE PLAY

Target Group: Year 1

Australian Curriculum Reference: English and History 
 

HISTORY

Historical Skills

 + Distinguish between the past, present and future (ACHHS032).

 + Identify and compare features of objects from the past and present (ACHHS035). 

 + Use a range of communication forms (oral, graphic, written, role play) and digital technologies (ACHHS038).

ENGLISH

Language

 + Understand that language is used in combination with other means of communication, for example facial 

expressions and gestures to interact with others (ACELA1444).

Literacy

 + Engage in conversations and discussions, using active listening behaviours, showing interest, 

and contributing ideas, information and questions (ACELY1656).

 + Use interaction skills including turn-taking, recognising the contributions of others, speaking clearly and 

using appropriate volume and pace (ACELY1788).

 + Make short presentations using some introduced text structures and language, for example opening 

statements (ACELY1657).

LESSON SUMMARY

The following lessons form a section from the Year 1 History unit Past and Present Family Life. The unit would 

commence prior to lesson 1. The lessons in this plan form the excursion component of the unit.

Throughout their history unit, students visit a museum or gallery and talk with volunteer guides about what 

they do. Students prepare questions to ask the volunteers. They report their findings back to the class.

Extending from this, students bring in an item from their past to contribute to a classroom ‘museum’. 

The museum opens throughout the course of the history unit, and students take turns being volunteer guides 

and explaining their ‘artefact’ to other students. 
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LESSON CONTENT AND METHODOLOGY

Lesson 1

 + Watch the video Sesame Street: Usher – Volunteer: www.youtube.com/watch?v=5cysG5M1PFA

 + Brainstorm what a volunteer is and what they do. Ask students the following questions:

 + What is a volunteer? 

 + What are some things that volunteers do? 

 + Have you met people at our school who volunteer?

 +  Why do you think they volunteer? 

 + As a class, brainstorm some questions that students could ask a volunteer to find out more about what 

they do, such as the following: 

 + Why do you volunteer? 

 + How long have you been volunteering? 

 + What made you become a volunteer? 

 + How often do you volunteer?

 + Divide students into small groups of five to six. Students work in their groups to choose three questions they 

would like to ask a volunteer.

Lesson 2

Students visit a museum. Each small group interviews a volunteer, asking them the three questions they 

recorded from the prior lesson.

Lesson 3

Upon returning to school, each group presents their answers to the class and discusses what they found out. 

Teacher asks the students what they learned about volunteers that they didn’t know before. 

Lesson 4

 + Students bring in an item from home that reflects the past. They must learn about this item so that they feel 

confident to speak about it.

 + The items are arranged to form a class museum. Throughout the remainder of the history unit, the museum 

has open days. During these days, students volunteer in the museum, in their small groups. The rest of the 

class explores the museum. Volunteering students must help to show the other students around and be 

available to answer questions about artefacts in the museum.

Lesson 5

Invite parents in for a museum open day. Students act as volunteer guides and take their parents around 

the museum.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5cysG5M1PFA
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ASSESSMENT

 + Students can articulate what a volunteer is and what they do.

 + Students role-play a volunteer.

RESOURCES

 + Sesame Street: Usher – Volunteer: www.youtube.com/watch?v=5cysG5M1PFA

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5cysG5M1PFA

	Foreword
	Preface
	The Importance of Students Learning About Volunteering
	Volunteering and the Australia Curriculum – Where it Fits
	What Teachers Can Do and Why They Should Bother
	Types of Volunteer and Service Activities Students are Currently Involved In
	Finding Information About Charities, and Volunteering Opportunities
	English
	Mapping Volunteering to English: Foundation — Year 10 Curriculum
	Lessons summary
	Lessons
	What does volunteering mean?
	What can I do to volunteer?
	What is a volunteer?
	Learning about and becoming a volunteer through role play
	Volunteering and me
	Volunteers: Who are they?
	Volunteers: Who are they? what do they do?
	Mabel’s Yarn (Part 1)
	Mabel’s Yarn (Part 2)
	Analysis of volunteer media/advertising
	Food choices: What gets us in? 
	Community: A unit of work 
	Meeting an elderly person for the first time 
	Moved to act 
	Working with the community


	Mathematics
	Mapping Volunteering to mathematics: year 1 — Year 10 Curriculum
	LESSONS SUMMARY
	Lessons
	Being a detective: Facts about our school volunteers
	Collecting and graphing data
	Recognising and using units of measurement 
	Surveys, tally marks and bar graphs 
	Where are our trees?
	Saving money


	Science
	Mapping Volunteering to science: Foundation — Year 10 Curriculum
	Approaching Science
	citizen science projects
	LESSONS SUMMARY
	Lessons
	Save our dunes
	Where are the mynas?
	Streamwatch 
	Purifying water 
	Landcare 
	Testing a hypothesis using citizen science volunteers 


	History
	Mapping Volunteering to history: Foundation — Year 10 Curriculum
	LESSONS SUMMARY
	Lessons
	Was my grandparent a volunteer?
	Our local history
	Good citizens volunteer
	Law-making in the House of Representatives
	The impact of World War 1 
	Women at war 


	Geography
	Mapping Volunteering to GEOGRAPHY: year 1 — Year 10 Curriculum
	LESSONS SUMMARY
	Lessons
	Migration and its effect on Australia


	Civics and Citizenship
	Mapping Volunteering to Civics and Citizenship: year 3 — Year 10 Curriculum
	LESSONS SUMMARY
	Lessons
	Defining and promoting volunteering within our community
	Volunteering in groups (1): Could you be a volunteer? 
	Volunteering in groups (4): It’s all face value 
	Volunteer for life (2)
	International student volunteering 


	Health and Physical Education (HPE)
	Mapping Volunteering to health and physical education: foundation — 
Year 10 Curriculum
	LESSONS SUMMARY
	Lessons
	People who help us: What is a volunteer?
	Exploring volunteering through circle time
	Getting help in emergencies (1)
	Getting help in emergencies (2)
	Why volunteer?
	Interacting for health and wellbeing
	Volunteering: Build your purpose


	The Arts
	drama LESSONS SUMMARY
	Lessons
	Volunteering to help others
	Volunteering in groups (2): In my shoes
	Drama skills for primary school students

	visual arts LESSONS SUMMARY
	Lessons
	Volunteering in groups (3): Showing our emotions
	Volunteer for life (1)
	Using photographic images to persuade
	Our art exhibition

	Music LESSONS SUMMARY
	Lessons
	Let’s sing
	Lean on me

	Media ARTS LESSONS SUMMARY
	Lessons
	Volunteering in groups (5): Recruitment drive commercial
	Our local volunteers


	Work Studies
	LESSONS SUMMARY
	Lessons
	Entrepreneurial behaviours (1)
	Entrepreneurial behaviours (2)
	Entrepreneurial behaviours (3)


	Cross Curriculum Activity
	Examples





