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VOLUNTEERS: WHO ARE 
THEY? WHAT DO THEY DO?

Target Group: Year 4

Australian Curriculum Reference: English 

 + Plan, draft and publish imaginative, informative and persuasive texts containing key information and 

supporting details for a widening range of audiences, demonstrating increasing control over text structures 

and language features (ACELY1694).

LESSON SUMMARY

This lesson(s) follows on from Volunteers: Who Are They?

Students will hear a presentation from a person who has volunteered abroad and will then use that information 

(and the information from the previous lesson) to construct imaginative texts.

LESSON CONTENT AND METHODOLOGY

 + Teacher identifies a person in the local community who has volunteered abroad and invites them to speak 

to the class about their experiences. Students will ask the volunteer the questions they composed in 

the last lesson.

 + Drawing on the guest speaker’s input, information discussed at the previous lesson and new information 

gained from the internet (see Resources below), the teacher leads a discussion about the way people and 

communities have been helped in times of need and the difference this support has made to the lives of 

people in these communities.

 + Students will compose a written task based on some of the information discussed over the last two lessons. 

They should put themselves in the role of a volunteer in a fictional or real disaster situation, and try to imagine 

some of the difficulties they might face and how they would be able to assist. Their writing should be aimed 

at other children their age.

Note: English as an Additional Language or Dialect (EAL/D) students or refugee students might consider telling 

their own stories using story boards with visual images.

Books such as Anh Do’s ‘The Happiest Refugee’ and Shaun Tan’s ‘The Arrival’ will assist EAL/D students to do 

this activity, as well as encourage understanding and empathy from the rest of the class.

RESOURCES

 + 40 Hour Famine: Call for Support 2015: www.40hourfamine.com.au

 + Vanuatu: ‘Aid for all in two weeks’ pledge: www.youtube.com/watch?v=CZP-EOy2K_Q

http://www.40hourfamine.com.au
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CZP-EOy2K_Q

	Foreword
	Preface
	The Importance of Students Learning About Volunteering
	Volunteering and the Australia Curriculum – Where it Fits
	What Teachers Can Do and Why They Should Bother
	Types of Volunteer and Service Activities Students are Currently Involved In
	Finding Information About Charities, and Volunteering Opportunities
	English
	Mapping Volunteering to English: Foundation — Year 10 Curriculum
	Lessons summary
	Lessons
	What does volunteering mean?
	What can I do to volunteer?
	What is a volunteer?
	Learning about and becoming a volunteer through role play
	Volunteering and me
	Volunteers: Who are they?
	Volunteers: Who are they? what do they do?
	Mabel’s Yarn (Part 1)
	Mabel’s Yarn (Part 2)
	Analysis of volunteer media/advertising
	Food choices: What gets us in? 
	Community: A unit of work 
	Meeting an elderly person for the first time 
	Moved to act 
	Working with the community


	Mathematics
	Mapping Volunteering to mathematics: year 1 — Year 10 Curriculum
	LESSONS SUMMARY
	Lessons
	Being a detective: Facts about our school volunteers
	Collecting and graphing data
	Recognising and using units of measurement 
	Surveys, tally marks and bar graphs 
	Where are our trees?
	Saving money


	Science
	Mapping Volunteering to science: Foundation — Year 10 Curriculum
	Approaching Science
	citizen science projects
	LESSONS SUMMARY
	Lessons
	Save our dunes
	Where are the mynas?
	Streamwatch 
	Purifying water 
	Landcare 
	Testing a hypothesis using citizen science volunteers 


	History
	Mapping Volunteering to history: Foundation — Year 10 Curriculum
	LESSONS SUMMARY
	Lessons
	Was my grandparent a volunteer?
	Our local history
	Good citizens volunteer
	Law-making in the House of Representatives
	The impact of World War 1 
	Women at war 


	Geography
	Mapping Volunteering to GEOGRAPHY: year 1 — Year 10 Curriculum
	LESSONS SUMMARY
	Lessons
	Migration and its effect on Australia


	Civics and Citizenship
	Mapping Volunteering to Civics and Citizenship: year 3 — Year 10 Curriculum
	LESSONS SUMMARY
	Lessons
	Defining and promoting volunteering within our community
	Volunteering in groups (1): Could you be a volunteer? 
	Volunteering in groups (4): It’s all face value 
	Volunteer for life (2)
	International student volunteering 


	Health and Physical Education (HPE)
	Mapping Volunteering to health and physical education: foundation — 
Year 10 Curriculum
	LESSONS SUMMARY
	Lessons
	People who help us: What is a volunteer?
	Exploring volunteering through circle time
	Getting help in emergencies (1)
	Getting help in emergencies (2)
	Why volunteer?
	Interacting for health and wellbeing
	Volunteering: Build your purpose


	The Arts
	drama LESSONS SUMMARY
	Lessons
	Volunteering to help others
	Volunteering in groups (2): In my shoes
	Drama skills for primary school students

	visual arts LESSONS SUMMARY
	Lessons
	Volunteering in groups (3): Showing our emotions
	Volunteer for life (1)
	Using photographic images to persuade
	Our art exhibition

	Music LESSONS SUMMARY
	Lessons
	Let’s sing
	Lean on me

	Media ARTS LESSONS SUMMARY
	Lessons
	Volunteering in groups (5): Recruitment drive commercial
	Our local volunteers


	Work Studies
	LESSONS SUMMARY
	Lessons
	Entrepreneurial behaviours (1)
	Entrepreneurial behaviours (2)
	Entrepreneurial behaviours (3)


	Cross Curriculum Activity
	Examples





